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PRIOR AUTHORIZATION CRITERIA 
DRUG CLASS   DERMATOLOGICAL TOPICAL CORTICOSTEROIDS 
   BRAND ONLY 
   ALL DOSAGE FORMS 
 
BRAND NAME   
(generic)  BRAND ONLY 
 
 ALCLOMETASONE: 
  (alclometasone dipropionate) 
 
 AMCINONIDE: 
  (amcinonide) 
  
 BETAMETHASONE: 
  (betamethasone dipropionate) 
    
  (betamethasone valerate)  
    
 CLOBETASOL: 
  (clobetasol propionate)    
 
 CLOCORTOLONE: 
  (clocortolone pivalate) 
   
 DESONIDE: 
  (desonide)  
   
 DESOXIMETASONE: 
  (desoximetasone) 
  
 DIFLORASONE: 
  (diflorasone diacetate)  
 
 FLUOCINOLONE: 
  (fluocinolone acetonide)  
   
 FLUOCINONIDE: 
  (fluocinonide)  
   
 FLURANDRENOLIDE: 
  (flurandrenolide, include tape) 
 
 FLUTICASONE: 
  (fluticasone propionate)  
   
 HALCINONIDE: 
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  (halcinonide) 
 
 HALOBETASOL: 
  (halobetasol propionate)  
 
 HYDROCORTISONE: 
  (hydrocortisone)  
   
  (hydrocortisone acetate) 
   
  (hydrocortisone butyrate) 
  
  (hydrocortisone probutate) 
  
  (hydrocortisone valerate)   
    
 MOMETASONE:  
  (mometasone furoate)  
   
 PREDNICARBATE: 
  (prednicarbate)  
    
 TRIAMCINOLONE:  
  (triamcinolone acetonide)  
   
Status:  CVS Caremark Criteria           
Type: Initial Prior Authorization with Quantity Limit         
 
 
POLICY 
 
 
FDA-APPROVED INDICATIONS  
Alclometasone dipropionate, amcinonide, betamethasone dipropionate, betamethasone valerate, clobetasol 
propionate, clocortolone pivalate, desonide, desoximetasone, diflorasone diacetate, fluocinolone acetonide, 
fluocinonide, flurandrenolide, fluticasone propionate, halcinonide, halobetasol propionate, hydrocortisone, 
hydrocortisone acetate, hydrocortisone butyrate, hydrocortisone probutate, hydrocortisone valerate, 
mometasone furoate, prednicarbate, triamcinolone acetonide are indicated for the relief of the inflammatory and 
pruritic manifestations of corticosteroid-responsive dermatoses.   
 
Bryhali Lotion, Clobetasol Propionate Emollient Base Cream, Clobex Shampoo, Clobex Lotion, Clobex Spray, 
Derma-Smooth/FS (Scalp) Oil, Impoyz Cream, Lexette Foam, Olux Foam, Sernivo Spray, Topicort Spray, Ultravate 
Lotion are indicated for the treatment of psoriasis. 
 
Cutivate Lotion, Derma-Smooth/FS (Body) Oil, Desonate Gel, Locoid Lipocream, Locoid Lotion, Verdeso Foam 
are indicated for the treatment of atopic dermatitis. 
 
Capex Shampoo, Locoid Solution are indicated for the relief of the inflammatory and pruritic manifestations of 
seborrheic dermatitis. 
 
 
COVERAGE CRITERIA 
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The requested drug will be covered with prior authorization when the following criteria are met: 
• The requested drug is being prescribed for a corticosteroid-responsive dermatosis or condition (e.g., atopic 

dermatitis, eczema, psoriasis, seborrheic dermatitis) 
o The patient experienced an inadequate treatment response to at least a 14 day trial of one generic topical 

corticosteroid                                                      
OR 

o The patient was unable to complete a 14 day trial of a generic topical corticosteroid due to an intolerable 
adverse reaction that is documented in the patient’s chart 

 
POST LIMIT QUANTITY 

Medication 1 Month Limit 
3 Month Limit 

• Low potency products:  
o Desonate, DesOwen, Tridesilon, Verdeso foam 
o Synalar solution 
o Ala-Scalp, Texacort 
o MiCort HC 

240gm or 240mL / 25 days 
720gm or 720mL / 75 days 

• Oils, Shampoos, Sprays:  
o Oil examples are Derma-Smoothe/FS 
o Shampoo examples are Capex, Clobex 
o Spray examples are Clobex, Kenalog, Sernivo, Topicort 

240gm or 240mL / 25 days 
720gm or 720mL / 75 days 

• Synalar 0.025 percent 
• Cordran cream, Cordran lotion 
• Cutivate lotion 

240gm or 240mL / 25 days 
and 
540gm or 540mL / 75 days 

• Trianex 430gm / 25 days  
and  
540gm / 75 days 

• Cordran Tape 2 rolls of tape / 25 days 
6 rolls of tape / 75 days 

• Other topical corticosteroids not listed above 180gm or 180mL / 25 days 
540gm or 540mL / 75 days 

 
* PLEASE NOTE: Since manufacturer package sizes may vary, it is the discretion of the dispensing pharmacy to fill 
quantities per package size up to these quantity limits. In such cases the filling limit and day supply may be less than what 
is indicated. 
* The duration of 25 days is used for a 30-day fill period and 75 days is used for a 90-day fill period to allow time for refill processing 
 
 
REFERENCES 
1. Ala Scalp Lotion [package insert]. Johnson City, TN: Crown Laboratories, Inc.; May 2017. 
2. Alclometasone Cream [package insert]. Hawthorne, NY: Taro Pharmaceuticals Inc.; April, 2015. 
3. Alclometasone Ointment [package insert]. Hawthorne, NY: Taro Pharmaceuticals Inc.; January 2017. 
4. Amcinonide Cream [package insert]. Melville, NY: Fougera Pharmaceuticals Inc.; August 2012. 
5. Amcinonide Lotion [package insert]. Melville, NY: Fougera Pharmaceuticals Inc.; July 2012. 
6. Amcinonide Ointment [package insert]. Melville, NY: Fougera Pharmaceuticals Inc.; August 2012. 
7. ApexiCon E Cream [package insert]. Melville, NY: PharmaDerm; October 2018. 
8. Betamethasone Dipropionate Cream [package insert]. South Plainfield, NJ: G&W Laboratories, Inc.; June 2015.  
9. Betamethasone Dipropionate Lotion [package insert]. South Plainfield, NJ: G&W Laboratories, Inc.; January 2016.  
10. Betamethasone Dipropionate Ointment [package insert].  Buena, New Jersey: Teligent Pharma, Inc.; September 

2017. 
11. Betamethasone Dipropionate Augmented Gel [package insert].  Melville, NY: Fougera Pharmaceuticals Inc.; 

November 2011. 
12. Betamethasone Dipropionate Augmented Lotion [package insert].  Melville, NY: Fougera Pharmaceuticals Inc.; May 

2018. 
13. Betamethasone Valerate Cream, Ointment [package insert]. South Plainfield, NJ: G&W Laboratories, Inc.; November 

2016. 
14. Betamethasone Valerate Lotion [package insert]. Newtown, PA: STI Pharma LLC; July 2017. 



 
Corticosteroids Topical (Brand Only) Policy 2435-C 03-2019  ©2019 CVS Caremark. All rights reserved. 
 
This document contains confidential and proprietary information of CVS Caremark and cannot be reproduced, distributed or printed without written 
permission from CVS Caremark. This document contains references to brand-name prescription drugs that are trademarks or registered trademarks of 
pharmaceutical manufacturers not affiliated with CVS Caremark. 

4 
 

 

15. Bryhali Lotion [package insert]. Laval, Quebec: Valeant Pharmaceuticals North America LLC; November 2018. 
16. Capex Shampoo [package insert]. Fort Worth, Texas: Galderma Laboratories, L.P.; December 2015 
17. Clobetasol Propionate Gel [package insert].  Buena, NJ: Teligent Pharma, Inc.; March 2017, Solution [package insert]. 

South Plainfield, NJ: G&W Laboratories, Inc. March 2015. 
18. Clobetasol Propionate Emollient Base Cream [package insert].  Melville, New York: Fougera Pharmaceuticals Inc., 

September 2016. 
19. Clobetasol Propionate Solution [package insert]. South Plainfield: G&W Laboratories, Inc.; March 2015. 
20. Clobex Lotion [package insert]. Fort Worth, TX: Galderma Laboratories, L.P.; February 2018. 
21. Clobex Shampoo [package insert]. Fort Worth, TX: Galderma Laboratories, L.P.; February 2018. 
22. Clobex Spray [package insert]. Fort Worth, TX: Galderma Laboratories, L.P.; January 2019. 
23. Cloderm Cream [package insert]. San Antonio, TX: DPT Laboratories; June 2017. 
24. Cordran Cream, Ointment [package insert]. San Antonio, TX: DPT Laboratories; May 2017. 
25. Cordran Lotion [package insert]. San Antonio, TX: DPT Laboratories; July 2016, 
26. Cordran Tape [package insert]. St. Paul, MN; 3M Company; May 2018. 
27. Cutivate Lotion [package insert]. Melville, NY: PharmaDerm; July 2015. 
28. Derma-Smoothe/FS Body Oil [package insert]. Sanford, FL: Hill Dermaceuticals, Inc.; October 2013. 
29. Derma-Smoothe/FS Scalp Oil [package insert]. Sanford, FL: Hill Dermaceuticals, Inc.; January 2014. 
30. Dermatop Ointment [package insert]. Bridgewater, NJ:  Valeant Pharmaceuticals North America LLC; November 

2012.  
31. Desonate Gel [package insert].  Whippany, NJ:  Bayer HealthCare Pharmaceuticals Inc.; July 2014. 
32. Desonide Ointment [package insert].  Hawthorne, NY:  Taro Pharmaceuticals U.S.A., Inc.; October 2015. 
33. DesOwen Cream, Lotion [package insert]. Fort Worth, TX: Galderma; May 2014. 
34. Diflorasone Diacetate Ointment [package insert].  Melville, NY: E. Fougera & CO.; July 2018. July 2013. 
35. Diprolene Ointment [package insert].  Whitehouse Station, NJ:  Merck Sharp and Dohme Corp.; March 2018. 
36. Diprolene AF Cream [package insert].  Whitehouse Station, NJ:  Merck Sharp and Dohme Corp.; March 2018. 
37. Elocon Cream [package insert]. Whitehouse Station, NJ: Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp; May 2018. 
38. Elocon Ointment [package insert]. Whitehouse Station, NJ: Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp; May 2018. 
39. Fluocinolone Acetonide 0.01% Cream [package insert]. South Plainfield, NJ: G & W Laboratories, Inc. August 2012 
40. Fluocinonide Cream 0.05%, Gel, Ointment, Emulsified Base Cream [package insert]. Hawthorne, NY: Taro 

Pharmaceuticals U.S.A., Inc.; November 2017. 
41. Fluocinonide Solution [package insert]. South Plainfield, NJ: G&W Laboratories, Inc.; March 2015 
42. Fluticasone Propionate Cream [package insert].  South Plainfield, NJ: G&W Laboratories, Inc.; May 2015. 
43. Fluticasone Propionate Ointment [package insert].  South Plainfield, NJ: G&W Laboratories, Inc; February 2017. 
44. Halog Cream [package insert]. San Antonio TX: DPT Laboratories, Inc.; May 2018. 
45. Halog Ointment [package insert]. San Antonio TX: DPT Laboratories, Inc.; May 2018. 
46. Hydrocortisone Cream 1% [package insert]. Johnson City, TN: Crown Laboratories, Inc; December 2017. 
47. Hydrocortisone Cream 2.5%, Ointment 2.5% [package insert]. Bronx, NY; Perrigo; August 2015. 
48. Hydrocortisone Lotion 2.5% [package insert]. Bronx, NY; Perrigo; October 2015. 
49. Hydrocortisone Ointment 1% [package insert]. Melville, New York: E. Fougera & Co. December 2011. 
50. Hydrocortisone Valerate Cream [package insert].  Bronx NY: Perrigo May 2015. 
51. Impoyz Cream [package insert]. San Antonio, TX: DPT Laboratories, Ltd.; November 2017. 
52. Kenalog Spray [package insert]. San Antonio, TX: DPT Laboratories, Ltd.; May 2018 
53. Lexette Foam [package insert]. Easton, MA: Pharmasol Corporation,; May 2018 
54. Locoid Cream [package insert]. Ferndale, MI: Ferndale Laboratories, Inc; October 2018. 
55. Locoid Lotion [package insert]. Ferndale, MI: Ferndale Laboratories, Inc; January 2018. 
56. Locoid Ointment [package insert]. Ferndale, MI: Ferndale Laboratories, Inc; October 2014. 
57. Locoid Solution [package insert]. Ferndale, MI: Ferndale Laboratories, Inc; December 2018. 
58. Locoid Lipocream [package insert]. Ferndale, MI: Ferndale Laboratories, Inc; December 2018. 
59. Luxiq Foam [package insert]. San Antonio, TX: DPT Laboratories, Ltd.; April 2018. 
60. MiCort-HC Cream [package insert]. Ferndale, MI: Ferndale Laboratories, Inc; February 2016. 
61. Mometasone Furoate Solution [package insert]. Allegan, MI: Perrigo; September 2015. 
62. Olux Foam [package insert]. San Antonio, TX: DPT Laboratories, Ltd.; April 2018 
63. Olux-E Foam [package insert]. San Antonio, TX: DPT Laboratories, Ltd.; May 2018 
64. Pandel Cream [package insert]. Melville, NY: PharmaDerm; January 2017. 
65. Prednicarbate Cream [package insert].  Melville, NY: Fougera Pharmaceuticals Inc. October 2015 
66. Psorcon Cream [package insert]. Hawthorne, NY: TaroPharma; May 2018. 
67. Sernivo Spray [package insert]. San Antonio, TX: DPT Laboratories, Ltd.; February 2016 
68. Synalar Cream [package insert]. Buena, NJ: Teligent Pharma, Inc.; November 2016. Solution; April 2017. 



 
Corticosteroids Topical (Brand Only) Policy 2435-C 03-2019  ©2019 CVS Caremark. All rights reserved. 
 
This document contains confidential and proprietary information of CVS Caremark and cannot be reproduced, distributed or printed without written 
permission from CVS Caremark. This document contains references to brand-name prescription drugs that are trademarks or registered trademarks of 
pharmaceutical manufacturers not affiliated with CVS Caremark. 

5 
 

 

69. Synalar Ointment [package insert]. Buena, NJ: Teligent Pharma, Inc.; November 2016. Solution; April 2017. 
70. Temovate Cream, Ointment [package insert]. Melville, NY: PharmaDerm January 2018 
71. Texacort Solution [package insert]. San Antonio, TX: Mission Pharmacal Company, March 2012 
72. Topicort Cream, Gel [package insert]. Hawthorne, NY: TaroPharma; September 2015. 
73. Topicort Ointment 0.05% [package insert]. Hawthorne, NY: TaroPharma; September 2015. 
74. Topicort Ointment 0.25% [package insert]. Hawthorne, NY: TaroPharma; September 2015. 
75. Topicort Spray [package insert]. Hawthorne, NY: TaroPharma; December 2015. 
76. Triamcinolone Acetonide Cream [package insert]. Melville, NY: Fougera Pharmaceuticals, Inc; June 2015. 
77. Triamcinolone Acetonide Lotion [package insert]. Melville, NY: Fougera Pharmaceuticals, Inc; May 2015. 
78. Triamcinolone Acetonide Ointment 0.025%, 1% [package insert]. Melville, NY: Fougera Pharmaceuticals, Inc; May 

2013. 
79. Triamcinolone Acetonide Ointment 0.5% [package insert]. Plainfield, NJ: G&W Laboratories, Inc. June 2016. 
80. Trianex Ointment [package insert]. Farmville, NC: CMP Pharma, Inc; March 2017. 
81. Tridesilon Cream [package insert].  Bronx, NY:  Perrigo; June 2016. 
82. Ultravate Cream, Ointment [package insert].  Jacksonville, FL:  Ranbaxy; August 2012. 
83. Ultravate Lotion [package insert].  Jacksonville, FL:  Ranbaxy; March 2018. 
84. Vanos Cream [package insert]. Bridgewater, NJ: Valeant Pharmaceuticals North America LLC; May 2017. 
85. Verdeso Foam [package insert]. San Antonio, TX: DPT Laboratories, Ltd.; December 2017. 
86. Westcort Ointment [package insert]. Jacksonville, FL: Ranbaxy; July 2009. 
87. AHFS DI (Adult and Pediatric) [database online]. Hudson, OH: Lexi-Comp, Inc.; 

http://online.lexi.com/lco/action/index/dataset/complete_ashp [available with subscription]. Accessed March 2019. 
88. Micromedex Solutions [database online]. Greenwood Village, CO: Truven Health Analytics Inc. Updated periodically. 

www.micromedexsolutions.com [available with subscription]. Accessed March 2019. 
89. Atopic Dermatitis: Topical Corticosteroids Recommendations. https://www.aad.org/practicecenter/quality/clinical-

guidelines/atopic-dermatitis/topical-therapy/topical-corticosteroids-recommendations. Accessed March 2019. 
90. Eichenfield L, Tom W, Berger T, et al. Guidelines of Care for the Management of Atopic Dermatitis Section 2. 

Management and Treatment of Atopic Dermatitis with Topical Therapies. J Am Acad Dermatol 2014; 71:116-32. 
91. Menter A, Korman N, Elmets C, et al. Guidelines of Care for the Management of Psoriasis and Psoriatic Arthritis. 

Section 3. Guidelines of Care for the Management and Treatment of Psoriasis with Topical therapies. J Am Acad 
Dermatol 2009; 60:643-59. 

92. Burn Triage and Treatment - Thermal Injuries. Available at: https://chemm.nlm.nih.gov/burns.htm. Accessed March 
2019. 

93. Trianex. https://www.trianexointment.com/hcp/ Accessed March 2019. 
 


